
Atwood Yacht Club   Scuttlebutt     February 2020 

2637 Lodge Rd. SW, Sherrodsville, OH  44675     330-735-2135 

 

 

 Clubhouse Hours 

        Bar                                          Kitchen  

           Monday – Closed                     Monday - Closed 

           Tuesday - Closed        Tuesday - Closed 

           Wednesday 4-10                      Wednesday 4-9            

Thursday 4-9                            Thursday 4-8  

        Friday 4-11                              Friday 4-9  

         Saturday 12-11                        Saturday 12-9 

         Sunday 1-9                              Sunday 1-8 

 

                 

Save the Date... 
Sunday, February 2 - Super Bowl Party @ 5 

Thursday, February 6 - Book Club @ 7 pm 

Thursday, February 13 - Auxiliary Meeting @ 6:30  

Friday, February 14 - Valentine's Dinner with music by Gretchen Pleuss 

Saturday, February 29 - Guest Bartenders @ 6, Jon & Sara @ 7:30 
 

Events subject to Change. 

***Please check weekly email blasts for updated information*** 

                 
 

2020 AYC Officers & Staff 

 

Commodore – Rick Artino  *  Vice Commodore – Jon Poulson  *  Rear Commodore – Aaron Ley 

Past Commodore – Bill Singhaus  *  Secretary - Amy Weegar  *  Treasurer – Ron Dziedzicki 

  

Trustees: Rick Andrews, Neil Beavers, Vicki Flickinger, Steve Handley,  

Sean Hinkle, Tom Lallone, Traci Pangrazio, Michael Valot, John Wirtz 

  

Events Coordinator - Norma Campbell, manager@atwoodyc.com 

   Executive Chef – Brian Bower, chef@atwoodyc.com  

Communications - Cheryl Price Abel, atwoodycscuttlebutt@gmail.com  

 

                 
 

Want to keep up on the latest events at AYC?   
Send your e-mail address to atwoodycscuttlebutt@gmail.com  and we'll put you on our mailing list!  

 

Follow us on Facebook for all our up-to-date info! 
Rick Artino - Commodore 

mailto:manager@atwoodyc.com?subject=Inquiry%20via%20Scuttlebutt
mailto:chef@atwoodyc.com
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The Board of Trustees met on January 23 for our first meeting of 2020.  I am happy to report that we have a great group of 

talented and motivated Trustees again this year.  Each Trustee is engaged, and our Committees are well under way with 

planning efforts for 2020. 

 

First, an announcement on behalf of the entire Board of Trustees.  In the past 10 days, an opportunity presented itself to us 

that we felt we could not pass up.  Brian Bower, a professionally trained chef, former restaurant owner and caterer, came 

into the Club seeking employment.  He recently moved back to this area from NE Ohio and heard about us through a 

friend.  After reviewing his resume and meeting him, we felt that his skill set is exactly what we need to take our banquet, 

catering and restaurant business to the next level.   We negotiated a three-year contract with Brian and hired him as our 

new Executive Chef effective Wednesday, February 5.  We are excited to have him as part of the AYC team! 

 

Brian is a native of Bowerston where he currently lives on his family’s farm.  He holds a Culinary degree 

from Pennsylvania Culinary School in Pittsburgh, PA.  After receiving his degree, Brian spent 10 years working at 

restaurants and private clubs in Charleston, South Carolina.  For the last decade, he has been operating his own catering 

business in NE Ohio, specializing in serving freshly prepared, locally sourced foods for weddings and corporate 

events.  He plans to take the same approach to AYC's menu as well by sourcing many of our ingredients from local farms, 

butcher shops and farmer's markets in the area. Brian is married to wife Nicole and has 3 children, Cogan (5), Drew (5) 

and Henry (2).     

 

We are sure you will see Brian in the Dining Room, so please introduce yourself and welcome him to AYC.  You will not 

miss him as he will be one of the tallest people in the room, (of course from my perspective, everyone is tall).   

  

Due to the efforts of Becca Nign and Paul Rozler, along with other employees, we will be able to accomplish the annual 

preventive maintenance of our building and deep cleaning without shutting down the Club for two weeks in February as 

we have done in the past.  We will be open the entire month of February, so if you are in the neighborhood and tired of 

winter, stop in and enjoy the company of friends with some food and drinks.  Thank you, Becca and Paul for your hard 

work on making this possible. 

 

I need to thank a couple of other folks for the much-appreciated help they have given to the Club.  First, I want to send a 

big thank you out to Mike Burkhart who donated the time and materials to fix some of the muddy spots and early winter 

chuck holes that were developing at the edge of the parking lot.  He and his crew laid down some new stones to keep the 

area smooth and prevent a muddy mess and further damage.    

 

For those of you who were able to attend the annual Italian Night on January 18, you know it was a huge success with 

over 240 people attending.  A huge thank you must go out to Rick and Sheila Cercone for sponsoring and leading this 

event again for the 18th year.  Over those years, this event has generated thousands of dollars in extra revenue to the 

Club. Rick and Sheila have already asked that some of the funds generated this year go towards the purchase of a new 

stand up freezer in the kitchen to replace the existing one which of course, died just as I took over as Commodore!  

 

Of course, we all know that any successful captain has a good crew.  Thanks to all the volunteers who worked with Rick 

and Sheila for many hours of planning, several days of cooking and preparing, and the really long day they all put in on 

the day of the event.  The Club was rocking with great fun, laughter, a live band for dancing and wonderful food.  Those 

hot stuffed peppers cleared out my sinuses for sure.  Our servers and the kitchen also did an outstanding job supporting 

the efforts of the Italian Night Committee, so thanks go out to all of them as well. 

 

The Meet the Commodores Guest Bartender Night was a lot of fun for Jon and me.  Poor Aaron came down with the flu 

that day and was sidelined for the event.  We had a great turnout so thank you for all those who participated.   

 

Most of you know that for years, Kevin and Erma McCullough volunteered to be Flag Masters for our Club.  After Kevin 

passed, Erma continued to carry out these duties.  When boats are on the lake, the first thing they see as they pass AYC is 

the beautiful display of nautical flags on our flagpole.  Erma, like the rest of us baby boomers, is finding it more 

challenging to keep up with this task, and has asked for a volunteer who would like to work with her this summer to learn 

the Flag Master's duties and take over this very important task in the future.  If you are interested in becoming Flag Master 

and live locally or close by, please contact me or Jon Poulson.  We will put you in touch with Erma.    

 



Finally, I have two requests.  One of the topics of discussion during the past Board meeting centered around the difficulty 

in getting Dues invoices out to our membership because of email spam issues, but mostly because folks change email 

addresses without letting us know.  We are trying to cut costs associated with mailing, postage and labor hours by using 

email as much as we can.  Communication with our membership is critical and is most often done by mass emails such as 

the “This Week at AYC” and the Scuttlebutt.  If you have changed your address, phone number or email address, 

please contact Cheryl Price Abel at atwoodycscuttlebutt@gmail.com to let her know.   

 

My last request as we head towards Spring, is to consider volunteering your time and efforts to helping our Club.  There 

are many opportunities to volunteer with social events, membership recruiting, clean up days, etc.  It is work, but it is also 

a lot of fun and a great way to make new friends, plus you will be helping make AYC a great place to be.  If you are not 

sure how to volunteer or who to contact, please speak to any Trustee.  Our photos are on the wall in the entrance way and 

our email addresses are listed in the Scuttlebutt.  Richard.artino@gmail.com  

 

                 
Jon Poulson – Vice Commodore/House Committee 

 

We met with our staff at the end of January to discuss our cultural values and our top priorities moving forward.  I was 

floored by how passionate our staff is about the Yacht Club. They came forward with so many great ideas and share a 

desire to keep our Club busy throughout the year. 

  

As a result of that session, we anticipate having some new initiatives that increase collaboration between our members and 

staff, including suggestion boxes, menu descriptions, and employee spotlights. You can look forward to getting to know a 

little bit about each of our team members in the Scuttlebutt this year. 

  

February has been a busy month for the House Committee. As our new Committee has been getting up to speed, we’ve 

also taken an opportunity to review member feedback. We have heard loud and clear that our members demand change. 

We’ve heard feedback on needing a high quality, consistent menu that includes fine dining and healthier options. 

  

Based on this, we are extremely excited to welcome our new Executive Chef, Brian Bower. I’ve had the opportunity to 

speak with Chef Brian about his vision for the future and his new menu, and I think we are in for a real treat.  

If you enjoy locally sourced, farm fresh meats & cheeses, fresh greens & vegetarian options, as well as health-conscious 

choices, the AYC is the place to be!  These are just a small sampling of the type of dishes that Chef Brian will be bringing 

to our Club.  

  

Not only will Brian be upgrading our menu, but his background in catering is also a tremendous boost for the AYC. If you 

have any party plans that need fulfilled this year, please be sure to ask about a custom menu for your event that will be 

unlike anything you have ever seen.  

  

We are working hard to make sure this a speedy and smooth transition for both our staff and members. The vision early on 

for the House Committee was to continue to raise the bar for our food and service standards. As we move forward into 

2020, we truly believe that the addition of Chef Brian, combined with Norma’s deep knowledge of Club operations, and 

the support of our enthusiastic staff, will create transformational change at the Atwood Yacht Club. We are excited about 

the team’s new ideas and desire to collaborate.  

  

The Valentine’s Menu for February 14th looks terrific, and we will be using this as an event for our members to “Meet the 

Chef.” While Valentine’s Day will have a limited custom menu, we also plan to unveil our new menu, where you can get 

a preview of a mix of new choices and re-imagined Club favorites. We hope you will join us on February 14th to 

experience this for yourself! 

 

Sean Hinkle – Social Committee 

 

If you didn’t attend Italian Night, you missed out on one of the very best nights to socialize with other members and eat 

great food. I would like to thank Rick and Sheila Cercone and their hard working, loyal Italian Night Committee. An 

amazing job, as always! 

I would like to invite you all to stop in at the Club on Sunday, February 2 for Pregame drink and food specials for the 

Super Bowl. We will have a Mashed Potato Bar and a Coney Bar with various toppings. 

mailto:atwoodycscuttlebutt@gmail.com
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February 14th is our Valentine's Day Dinner. Treat your loved one to a special night of amazing food and entertainment. 

I’m very excited to announce that we will have Gretchen Pleuss for your entertainment. She is a folk singer/songwriter 

who has traveled throughout the United States, Canada, Ireland and the UK, and currently has three albums.   

 

Guest Bartender Night was another success!  Thanks to our amazing Staff for their hard work in making things 

work smoothly and to our Commodore, Vice Commodore and Rear Commodore for their amazing drink 

specials. The next Guest Bartender Night will be February 29th. I would like to welcome back by popular 

demand, singers Jon & Sara for this event. 

 

I know it’s very early in the year, but I want to give everyone ample time to plan to attend the Second Annual 

Blues and Brews on July 18th, so mark it on your calendars. Details to come soon. 

 

Your Social Committee is always looking for new entertainment, so if you have a suggestion, please let us 

know. You can contact me directly at 330-414-5732. If you see someone that you feel we need to get into the 

Club, get a business card or their information so we can contact them. This is your Club and we are open to new 

ideas for entertainment. Please attend as many events as you can, because we cannot do this without your 

support.  Sean Hinkle, seanh@burnslift.com  
                 

 
Traci Pangrazio & John Wirtz - Membership Committee 

Welcome to February everyone. I would just like to remind you that your Annual Dues invoices have been mailed and the 

Club would appreciate a timely payment. Remember also that we accept all major credit cards! 

 

Please join me in welcoming our new members to the AYC: 

 

Bill and Peggy Flinta                 Stow, Ohio 

Justin Rodweller                        Sherrodsville, Ohio 

David and Janet Bennett           Wexford, PA 

Gary Wedge                              Sherrodsville, Ohio 

Michael and Deanna Wells       Mineral City, Ohio 

Roger and Robin Brooks           Mineral City, Ohio 

 

Welcome to the AYC family!   

 

Membership educational moment...Do you know that all types of AYC apparel and merchandise is available through our 

website?  Just go to atwoodyachtclub.com and you will find the Online Store.  The rest is self-explanatory. 

 
While you’re on our website, I would encourage you to seek out the Yacht Club’s Bluebook.  What’s a Bluebook?  It 

contains all types of information about AYC membership, dues, by-laws, committees, governance, member conduct, dock 

rules and boating activities, just to name a few.  Atwood Yacht Club has a rich history that spans over 70 years. The rules 
and regulations contained in the Bluebook have been established for the benefit of everyone.    

 

As we move into the New Year, remember that Yacht Club memberships make great gifts for newlyweds, college 

graduates or for the special someone in your life. Also, if you know of a new neighbor moving into your area who may 

want to learn more about the Club, please give them my name and number and I would be happy to talk with them and 

invite them into the Club for dinner and a tour some weekend.  Remember, Atwood Yacht Club is a year-round Club, not 

just for summertime. We have many enjoyable events coming up this winter, so visit our website often to stay informed 

and to get involved. See you all soon!   
 

Traci Pangrazio, 330-340-3374, tracipangrazio@gmail.com 
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Martha Olson - Auxiliary 

 

The Auxiliary met on January 9th with lots of great ladies in attendance and we're ready to roll into 2020.  We have 

adopted the Tuscarawas County Homeless Shelter for donations for January, February 

and March, as there is such a need for personal items. Any new or slightly used items 

will be gratefully appreciated. We try to drop items off on Tuesdays each week.  You may 

place your donations in the tub in the Lounge coatroom. 

 We are planning some exciting new events for 

this year, so keep following our reports and postings.  We donate all proceeds from our 

events and fundraisers back to the Club for much needed facility upgrades.  

 

                 
Neil Beavers - Docking Committee 

 

Just a reminder to be sure and pay your Dues paid to ensure your dock remains the same from last year.  We are looking at 

a new idea for new member dock assignments being done through a lottery system. This will only apply to dock 

assignments that are new. More on this to come next month. 

 

Please remember that trailers are not permitted to be stored on AYC property unless they are registered for dry dock and 

have a decal. Do not park or temporarily store boats or trailers in the grass, as this also impedes mowing. Let’s look 

forward to another safe and fun season at AYC. Neil.beavers@beaversmarinestore.com  

 

                 
Bernie Marucci - Sailing Fleet  

 

The 2020 racing schedule for the MC Scow and Cruiser classes is nearly finalized and will be published on the AYC 

website soon. This year, we're trying to bring the two classes together, aiming to make one cohesive Sailing Fleet and 

minimize the demands on our Race Committee. We will continue Wednesday night races, with both classes sailing the 

same schedule starting the first Wednesday in June. MC Scows will continue their weekly Sunday series races similar to 

last season. The traditional biweekly Saturday cruiser races will be moved to Sundays this season, with starts coinciding 

with the MC Scow Class. 

 

We're also planning to bring back a slightly reimagined Atwood Cup Regatta, which was a Sailing Buckeyes mainstay for 

many years. The Regatta was sailed as a fundraiser to benefit the Junior Sailing Fleet, with participants securing charitable 

sponsorships as their entry fee. The Regatta will be open to both Cruisers and MC Scow classes.  

 

Adult sailing lessons are still up in the air this year. We may consider having mixed or ladies-only lessons if there is 

enough interest. Please let me know if you or a group of your friends are interested in either learning or improving sailing 

skills.  

 

The MC Scow fleet has purchased a large quantity of Corona for after-race libations at the Club. We'd love to get the 

cruisers in on the fun as well, so if any are interested in the fleet beer, please let me know. MC Scows have already been 

contacted by Bruce for MC dues for this purpose. In lieu of Cruiser Fleet dues, we're just asking for a nominal fee to cover 

the cost if you choose to participate in the fleet beer for the season. 

 

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at bernie.marucci@gmail.com.  

 
                 

 

 

 

From Around the Club... 
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AYC is searching for a new Flag Master!  

 
After many years of loyal service as AYC's Flag Master, 

Erma McCullough has decided to retire from her duties. 
We are accepting candidates willing to fill this important position at the Club.   

If you are interested in becoming Flag Master, 

please contact Rick Artino at richard.artino@gmail.com.   
 
 

                 

 

The next meeting of AYC's Book Club is Thursday, February 6 at 7 pm, 
and the book selection is    

The Woman in the Window by A. J. Finn. 
 

All members of the Club are welcome to attend.   
Please contact Cindy Artino at cindyartino57@gmail.com  

for more information. 
 

                 
 

Want to show off your Wicked Cool Bartending skills?  

 
Sign up to become one of our Celebrity Bartenders!  Opportunities available throughout the year. 

Contact Sean Hinkle at 330-414-5732! 

 
                 

 

Our Genuine AYC Clothing Line has 

new Style Selections and Logos!   

 

Head to our website's Online Store!  

Enter the code:  AYC 
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RESERVE 

NOW! 
RESERVE 

NOW! 

 



 


