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   Commodore’s Report 
 
   During the last month there were two occasions when messages were released to the 
membership that were sent in error and had to be recalled. This caused confusion and 
was the basis for rumors to start. Beginning immediately all communication that will be 
sent will need my approval prior to being sent.  I apologize for this confusion. 
 

      Dick Mertes    The board has addressed several concerns voiced by members in the past, such as 
charging for guests not living within the member’s home who use the pool, and eliminating uninvited people 
from using this facility by registering at the pool. The door closest to the children’s play area has been re-
opened for easy access by them. The pool snack bar is opened everyday to provide service when the pool is 
open. Whenever the bar is open, a server will make scheduled visits to the pool to take bar orders. 
 

   A “Jimmy Buffet” party has been scheduled in August. Other less formal events such as bocce and horse shoe 
tournaments or leagues as well as swimming lessons for adults and kids are being organized. We are currently 
looking for a swimming instructor and have one in mind, but he has not yet confirmed. If you know of one, 
please inform Norma. 
 

   A boater safety course, unfortunately, will not be available due to budget cuts by the State. The State 
provides the instructors. It will be scheduled for next year. We are looking for a committee chairperson(s) for a 
children’s carnival. Please volunteer. 
 

   Jeff Schmitt is the chairperson of the nominating committee. He is currently recruiting individuals to run for 
the Board of Trustees. Board members set policy as to how AYC is operated. Now is your opportunity to be 
part of this process and assist with determining the future of the club. Please step forward and accept this 
challenge. Contact Jeff if interested. 
 

   Steve Stocker is chairperson of the by-law committee. His responsibilities are to review the AYC by-laws as 
well as to gather any proposed revisions from all sources, including you, our members. The by-laws have 
served the club well over its 65 year history, but need to be reviewed to determine if they are still applicable in 
their current form, considering the rapidly changing social and economic times. Again, if you have a burning 
issue you want considered, this is the time to make it known. 
 

   The annual Harvest Moon Regatta committee has begun its planning for this September event. They always 
appreciate additional help. Here is another chance to get involved. Contact Fleet Chairperson Mike Humphries 
if interested. 
 

   A committee to review the existing short/long term plans for AYC has been formed. The current version is 3-
4 years old and needs revised. The following members have volunteered for this committee: Linda Kamerer, 
Randy Wells, Jim Demuth, Harry Horstman, Gary Lenhart, Bernie Marucci, Jeff Schmitt, Brian Valot, Jesse 
Ward, Dave Zatta and Dan Zoeller. Tom Trudeau will be the facilitator. Meetings are expected to be held on 
Thursdays commencing after the July 4th weekend.  
 

   The club is always looking for new members. The membership chairperson, Mike Ley, is looking at new and 
improved opportunities to attract prospective members. Details will be brought to the Board soon. This very 
well could include a revision in initiation fees combined with a program to reduce the number of unused docks.  
Current membership is approximately 325 in total.  



 

 

  Social Committee Report 
 
   Looks like July at the AYC will start out with a bang and continue through August. 
AYC’s own “Blue Gavel” (past commodores) will don their aprons to serve breakfast on 
the porch Friday, July 4th from 8:30-11 for the amazingly low price of $5 for adults, $3 for 
children and free for toddlers & the over 90 crowd. Bloody Mary’s and Screwdrivers will  

      Brian Valot        be available for $2 for the members needing a jump-start to their weekend. Don’t have too 
much fun during the day, because you won’t want to miss the annual Atwood Lake Fireworks display. The 
fireworks will be staged at the Atwood Lake Park Amphitheater and will be visible from most areas of the 
lake. 
 
   Saturday, July 5th, the AYC Pontoon Fleet will be cooking steaks for the AYC members on the lawn. They 
will be serving from 6:30 till 8 p.m. with entertainment provided by one of the AYC’s favorites, Mike & Billy, 
from 6 – 9 p.m.  #71S 
 
    Friday, July 11th, AYC members Tom and Barb Newbold will be spinning the tunes in the AYC lounge.  
They’re always a crowd favorite. 
 
   On July 18th, John Stipe will bring his “One Man Show” back to the AYC Lounge. John is still singing and 
sizzling with his bluesy jazz and rocking style of guitar and vocals, as well as his own arranged backups. 
 
   The Pirate Party returns to the Atwood Yacht Club on July 26th, so search your closet for your favorite 
pirate attire. You’ll not want to miss the best event on Atwood Lake this summer. The Pirate Party will be a 
family friendly event with a fresh twist on an old classic. All pirates will be subjected to a scavenger hunt 
around the lake filled with laughter, a delicious dinner and live entertainment by The Moonlighters. Cost will 
be $15 per person. Space is limited, so don’t delay, sign up today. T-Shirts for the event also are available now 
in the Main Sail Lounge. 
 
   The flavors of Napa and Sonoma will enhance your evening August 9th as the Wine Tasting and Dinner 
comes to the AYC. We expect a special guest to guide us through the complexities of the wine and food.  It is 
chaired by Steve Stocker and Jim Demuth.  Save the date; details to follow. 
 
   We just received word Jimmy Buffett will be stopping by the AYC Pool August 16th for a Party. Save the 
date; details to follow. 
 
   Please check the AYC Facebook page for breaking news and all the latest social happenings. 

 

* * * * * 
 

   “When you are courting a nice girl an hour seems like a second. When you sit on a red-hot cinder a second 
seems like an hour. That's relativity.”  
     Albert Einstein  
 
“Absence diminishes mediocre passions and increases great ones, as the wind extinguishes candles and fans 
fires.”  
     Francois de La Rochefoucauld  



 

 

   Membership Report 
 
     Bring on the sunshine! What a great summer at the Atwood Yacht Club. We are in 
full swing and the summer is just heating up. 
 
   Some great news: the Membership Committee has extended the time frame to sign up 
some new members to July 4th. This means you still can bring in a new member and 
receive $100 bonus on your food credit. Plus, the new member coming in can receive 

             Mike Ley   a $200 credit either on their food credit or their dock credit, their choice. We have signed 
up quite a few, but we have lots more room for more great people. 
   Come on, everyone. Let’s all work together. Our goal is 40 new members. 
 

* * * * * 
 

   Junior Sailing Report 
 
   The camps this year are July 8 to 11 and July 22 to 25. We have 26 kids attending each 
week and 29 new kids coming between the two weeks. The kids are ages 9 to 15.  
 
   It takes a lot of people helping to be able to make a fun and safe camp for this many Jr. 
Sailors, and this year, by the time it's over, more then fifty adults will have helped in 
many different ways. 

           Gary Lenhart 
   The big white tent will have tents under it, the pavilion will be turned into a dormitory, the Sunfish docks will 
be loaded with boats, there will be times when 13 colorful sails will be out on the water and the club grounds 
will be a busy place those two weeks. #417S 
 
   If you would like to donate something, we can always use bottles of water and snacks for the kids. Please, no 
peanuts or nuts because we do have kids who are allergic to those type snacks. 
 
   Every Friday at the end of each camp we have a regatta so the kids can show their parents and grandparents 
what they learned, followed at 2 p.m. by a closing ceremony. Any one interested is welcome to come out by the 
pavilion and watch. I promise you will be proud and probably amazed by what you see. These kids learn to rig 
their boats and sail in just a few days. It brings a tear to my eyes every year. 
 

* * * * * 
 
   “Your work is going to fill a large part of your life, and the only way to be truly satisfied is to do what you believe 
is great work. And the only way to do great work is to love what you do. If you haven't found it yet, keep looking. 
Don't settle. As with all matters of the heart, you'll know when you find it.” 
     Steve Jobs 
 
“The highest form of ignorance is when you reject something you don't know anything about.” 
     Wayne Dyer 
 



Other Stuff

AYC Golf June 11, 2014 Results

1st Place Team: Dick Mertes, Gary Zell, and Dick Young.
2nd Place Team: Jeanine Day, Jeff Schmitt, Paul Clow and Jan Kennedy.
3rd Place Team: Eugene Dunlap, John Johnson, Fred Dudley and Bob Russell.
High Score Team: Cleo Young, Gus Elson, Ron Widner and Jim Kutscher.

Chip In: Jeanine Day.

Long Drives:
Senior Women: Betty Pensinski; Junior Woman: Jeanine Day.
Senior Men: Ray Weber; Junor Men: Jeff Schmitt.

Closest to Pin:
Senior Woman: None; Junior Woman: None.
Senior Men: None; Junior Men! John Johnson

* * * * *
Sadly we report the death of Betty Berkey on Sunday, June 22. Betty was the wife of Commodore Bob

Berkey (2006).

* * * * *

Dock Committee Report

Well, it’s nice to see all the boats in the water and the docks are al most full. I hope all of
our members take full advantage of all the lake and our club have to offer. Moreover, I
encourage each and every one of you to get involved and make the club a place all would
enjoy.

Just a friendly reminder; if you store a boat on our property, it must have an MWCD
Kyle Courtwright dry dock sticker and you must pay a club fee to park your boat. If you have any questions

regarding this procedure, feel free to contact me.

I wish everyone a safe and happy Fourth of July.

“When you try to control everything, you control nothing. Relax, breath, let go, and just live.”

* * * * *



 

 

  Building & Grounds Report 
 
      On Friday evening, May 9, 2014, the AYC suffered a catastrophic well casing failure of 
one of its two producing water wells. The casing in the original Atwood Yacht Club well 
failed and the well has since been permanently abandoned. This failure was the result of 
the age of the well and had nothing to do with any water usage and/or personnel employed  

       Jim Demuth             by the club. 
 
   The well has been permanently sealed, as it is in the basement and the well casing cannot be replaced. The 
club is currently operating on our one remaining well, which we have modified the water system to insure the 
club maintains pressure during high usage events. We have thoroughly reviewed the remaining well and 
believe it to be in good working order. Hopefully we will have no further disruptions. #989 
 
   During the course of this well casing failure, clay-laden water was pumped throughout the club and caused 
the shutdown of the club. Once we isolated the problem, we immediately began flushing operations of the 
entire club systems to remove the sediment laden-water from club facilities. We worked diligently over a 72 
hour continuous period flushing various elements of the club. 
 
   My thanks go out to our staff and manager, Norma Campbell, who staffed the flushing operations. It was 
also necessary for us to bring in Pepsi-Cola and our own maintenance personnel to clean and disinfect all soda 
beverage systems and ice machines in the club. Our cleaning staff worked diligently to remove sediment-laden 
restroom facilities throughout the club. 
 
   At the conclusion of these flushing activities, which was our only choice through numerous professional 
opinions, to clean the club facilities we performed our quarterly EPA water testing with our long standing 
laboratory, Ream & Hager Laboratories. The results were all found to be well within all EPA drinking water 
parameters. At no time was there ever a threat to the public of a contaminated water supply.  
 
   In the long range plan to facilitate permanently bringing the Atwood Yacht Club water supply to the 
dependable supply needed, we have concluded a tentative agreement with the MWCD to purchase water from 
their newly completed water treatment plant, recently activated to service the Atwood Lodge. This is the most 
cost effective, quality water supply for the Atwood Yacht Club. This allows us to hook on to an EPA approved 
water supply and deactivate the extensive water conditioning system we presently operate in the basement of 
the club. This will be a somewhat lengthy process to achieve and we are working with the MWCD to 
accomplish this goal. It is anticipated that engineering , legal, right-of-way and the Ohio EPA permit to install 
agreements will take approximately 120 days to conclude.  
 
   The costs associated with this waterline are still being finalized. Our preliminary estimates indicate the cost 
will be manageable. I don’t intend to take on any additional capital improvement projects this year as we will 
be using our remaining budget to help fund this capital improvement.  
 

* * * * * 

 
   “The purpose of religion is to control yourself, not to criticize others.” 
       Dalai Lama 
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