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   Commodore’s Report 
    The “busy season” for AYC commences this month with the Commodore’s Ball and 
continues through September with the Harvest Moon Regatta and ends with the beauty  
of autumn. Time seems to fly by during this time of year. So, enjoy every day. 
  
   AYC needs new members. Historically, the club has lost members due to several 
situations, such as members moving, dying, lack of interest and financial reasons. This 
year is no exception. Our depressed economy and higher prices for almost all items have 
put pressure on all of us to manage our money wisely. Difficult decisions regarding 
where we spend our discretionary money need to be made by all of us. Our club is no 
exception. 

        Dick Mertes 
   With this said and knowing that the majority of club revenue comes from dues, we need your help by 
bringing prospective members to the club to experience what we have to offer. Mike Ley has proposed a 
program to assist those joining ($200 cost reduction), while those who sponsor new members earn a $100 
increase to their house account for each new member.  This is a win/win program. We need to generate 40-50 
new members this year. So far, the number of newbies is approximately 10.   
       
   Finally, I urge all members to use our club. Our bar is superior to any in the area. Our kitchen prepares 
tasty food at competitive prices. The pool provides fun in the sun for the whole family. The social committee 
has put together an exciting schedule for your enjoyment. The lake awaits you.  And most importantly, our 
members are a most friendly group.  
 
   See you at the Club. 
 

* * * * * 
 

     Dock Committee Report 
 
   Well, by the time you read this the docks should be in the water and the boating 
season shall begin, if Mother Nature would ever cooperate. 
 
   New members who received a dock last year, or purchased one this year, I encourage 
you select a dock slip. This can be accomplished by looking at the dock board located on 
the porch at the AYC. After you selected a number which is open, ask for a dock 
request form at the bar and fill out all the appropriate information along with your 
selection and leave it at bar. There are still plenty of open docks to choose from at this  

      Kyle Courtwright    point. 
   I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable boating season. Hope to see you on the lake.  
 
 
   "It's hard to fail, but it is worse to have never tried to succeed." 
       Theodore Roosevelt  
 
“Get your facts first, and then you can distort them as much as you please.” 
       Mark Twain 
 



 

 

   Membership Report 
 
    The “40 Member Challenge” is in full swing through May. This is the promotion that 
the club is having for bringing in any new members before May 31st. You will  receive a 
$100 food credit just for bringing in a new member. The new member will receive a $200 
credit just for joining during our “40 Member Challenge.” 
 

           Mike Ley         In June we will be giving away a flat screen TV to the member who brings in the most 
new members. The club is looking great and summer awaits us. #567 
 
   Remember, membership is what drives the club. You are very important to us, so if there is anything that we 
can do to make your experience more pleasant, please feel free to call me or anyone on the membership 
committee: Jackie Ley, Tom and Cheryl Abel, Brad and Mary Jane Ripple or Jeanine Day.  
 
 

* * * * * 
Golf  Golf  Golf  Golf 

 
   All AYC members are welcome to join our AYC Golf League for men and women. This once a month golf 
outing is a lot of fun. You don’t need to be a great golfer to play. We are always looking for new members. 
 
Details: 
   I will have a sign up at AYC on Wednesdays, May 7th  and May 21st, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. each night. 
 
   All golf will be held at Carroll Meadows at 12 noon sharp. Golf dates are on Wednesdays, June 11, July 9, 
Aug. 20 and Sept. 10, and are played in a scramble format. After golfing, we meet at AYC for dinner, prizes 
and some laughs. 
 
   The AYC Golf League fee this year will stay the same at $35.00. If you cannot make these sign up dates and 
want to sign up, please email me at Kutch70@aol.com, or call me at 330-268-6701. If you have questions, 
contact me.  
 
   Thank you.      
      Jim Kutscher 
      AYC Golf Chair 
 

* * * * * 
 
“To love means loving the unlovable. To forgive means pardoning the unpardonable. Faith means believing the 
unbelievable. Hope means hoping when everything seems hopeless.” 
     Gilbert K. Chesterton 
 
“We must reject the idea that every time a law's broken, society is guilty rather than the lawbreaker. It is time to 
restore the American precept that each individual is accountable for his actions.” 
     Ronald Reagan 



 

 

  Insurance Committee Report 
 
   I met with Bill Schauer of Schauer Group, Inc. on April 17 for the annual review of the 
club’s insurance policies.  
 
   The club has two policies of insurance. The principal policy is with Ace USA and 
renewed on April 18. This policy covers all of our facilities and liabilities of the club. 

        Loren Souers 
   The other is a liability-only policy with Cincinnati Insurance Co. and covers directors (trustees) and officers. 
 
   Last year’s premiums for both policies totaled $17,601. This year’s premiums total $17,708, an increase of 
only $107. This is really good news. Although we had a small loss from a lightning strike last year, we made no 
insurance claim for the relatively minor damage. 
  
   I brought a summary of our insurance coverage and the premiums for the coverages to the April Board of 
Trustees meeting, where my recommendation to continue with these policies was approved unanimously. 
 

* * * * * 
 

           Auxiliary Report 
 
   Our April meeting was held at the club on Thursday, April 10th. We have purchased 
some beach bags, jewelry, cutting boards and small purses to sell at the club, so watch the 
showcase. We will be displaying them soon. They would make wonderful Mother's Day 
and Father's Day gifts. 
  

      Cathy Palmer  A big thank you to all who helped out and supported the guest bartender, server and 
busser night. It was very well received. We will be doing it again, to give others a chance to participate. 
 
Our quilt/wall hanging will be hung in the near future. Please watch, as it is a one-time creation. We will be 
selling and mailing out tickets for it. #475S 
 
   The auxiliary will be making Jello and pudding shots for the club to sell at the bar for a quick pick up. Be 
sure to stick a couple dollars in your pocket to pick up a few on your way through. 
 
   We will be purchasing shredded rubber to place under the swings and playground equipment. There will be 
basket raffles periodically over the summer that will be raffled off the night the tickets are sold. For example, a 
Mother’s Day basket, Father’s Day, Fourth of July and other occasions. Probably on Friday nights, so make 
sure you are there.  
 
   We are working on the ladies changing room by the pool to update and improve it for your use. 
 
   Nice weather is coming, so come join us for a fun night playing bocce ball and corn hole on Thursday, May 
8th . We will be purchasing snacks and beverages from the club. Come join us and enjoy the night. 
 
   As soon as our new pots arrive we will be planting them around the pool and club. We would love to see more 
club ladies get involved in our auxiliary. We do have a fun group. Come check us out. 



 

 

  Pool Committee Report 
 
   PoolSide: We will be pulling off the pool cover this week and make and assess the 
structure for winter damage as-well as the entire pool facility for any needed attention. 
 
   We also will be doing work from the last health department report. All in all, we are 
looking forward too a LONG-WARM swimming season. Almanac or Weather Channel? 
 

   Ken “Skip” Baker 
 

* * * * * 
   Social Report 
   The 66th Annual Commodores Ball honoring Dick and Michele Mertes and all AYC 
past commodores is just around the corner. This is one of the premier events of the year. 
Please RSVP as soon as possible, you won’t want to miss this extraordinary evening. 
 
   The AYC Friday night entertainment season will kick off Friday May 16th at 7:30  
featuring Tommy Lee Thompson. Since this is his first performance at our club, I’ve 
included a bio on him?: 

      Brian Valot   Tommy Lee Thompson has been called the "ONE MAN JUKEBOX," probably because 
you'll never see anyone able to perform such a wide variety of music, or so closely in the style of the original 
artist. At a young age, he played the Cleveland club circuit in the 1970's in a band called "Destiny," which 
quickly gained favor, and in 1983 the band appeared on the television show "TVS ROCK" which got national 
exposure and rave reviews.  For the remainder of the 80's he played the club circuit and in 1989 started the 
"ONE MAN SHOW".  
 

   More television shows followed in 1993 and 1994, bringing offers to open for many national acts including, 
Sawyer Brown, Bachman Turner Overdrive, Mashall Tucker, Foghat, Kansas, Humble Pie and many others, 
and to this day is able to draw on an impressive repertoire of songs which at last count is over 1500 songs.  
 

   AYC members Tom and Barb Newbold will be spinning the tunes exclusively for the Atwood Yacht Club this 
season on May 23rd  and  July 11th. They are always a crowd favorite. Mike and Billy will close out our May 
schedule on Friday the 30th. #385S 
 
   Please check the AYC Facebook for up to date information on upcoming events. 
www.facebook.com/atwoodyachtclub 
 

* * * * * 
   Sadly we report the deaths of two women who were associated with the club for many years; Bea Farber, 
widow of former Commodore Bill Farber, and Genevieve Shamberger. Gordon Ziegler also died 4/24/14. 
 

* * * * * 
“Old friends pass away, new friends appear. It is just like the days. An old day passes, a new day arrives. The 
important thing is to make it meaningful: a meaningful friend - or a meaningful day.” 
           Dalai Lama 



 

 

   Junior Sailing Report 
 
   The Registration forms for camp have been sent out via email to our past Jr. Sailing 
students and those who have asked to be on our list. Forms are also available at the Club 
in the lobby to the dinning hall. 
 
   We have had an immediate and large response this year, so of Easter Sunday the first 
week has only a couple vacancies remaining. The two camps will be sold out pretty 
quickly. 

       Gary Lenhart 
   Our Committee is dedicated to teaching kids to sail and we always discuss at our meetings how can do our 
best for the kids. Doing two weeks each year takes all of July for many of us with getting camp, boats, docks, 
menus and everything ready and put away. Two weeks and twenty-four kids each week is pretty much our 
limit of endurance. We are happy that so many kids are enjoying our camps and having a great time. 
 

* * * * * 
      Sailing Fleet Report 
 
   The AYC Sailing Fleet kicked off its 2014 season with the Spring Gathering on April 
26th in the AYC Board room. The season's racing and social schedules were handed out 
and the newly revised Cruising Fleet Sailing Instructions were presented. Enthusiasm 
was high as last year’s laggards were anticipating MUCH better results this season.  
  
   Many of the boats in the fleet had crew members doing extra preparation at the storage 
area this Spring. And rumors of new sails and other "speed enhancing equipment" are 

    Mike Humphries  floating around the community. And with the pending retirement of the infamous 
"GOLD DUST WOMAN" in favor of a smaller, faster ride, this promises to be an especially exciting season on 
Atwood Lake for "Team Mitcham". With new participants in both the Racer and Cruiser fleets, we are 
expecting some exciting starts and, hopefully, more exciting finishes. As the Fleet Captain, I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank our Social Chair Bobbi Jones and our Chief Scorer Bob Kuchner, and also our Race 
Committee leader Ed Schenck for their time and efforts in making our program as great and exciting as it is. 
 
2014 AYC SAILING FLEET RACE AND SOCIAL CALENDAR 
 
MAY 17 WARM UP RACE   MAY 24 DAM TO DELLROY 
JUNE 7 AYC CLASSIC   JUNE 21 TRANS ATWOOD 
JULY 12 COMMODORE'S CUP  JULY 19 TOM HUDSON MEMORIAL 
AUG. 2 AYC 500    AUG 23  RALPH REDMOND MEMORIAL RHUMB 
         LINE RUN 
AUG. 30 MAKE UP RACE   SEPT 5-7  HARVEST MOON REGATTA 
   
JUNE 21 STEAK FRY/BEACH THEME WEAR SHORTS/FLIP FLOPS. AT THE JR. SAILING  
  PAVILION 
JULY 12 RIB ROAST/TEX MEX THEME ( CHINESE AUCTION ALSO) AT THE POINT.   
  SOMBREROS AND MARACAS WELCOME ! 
AUG. 16  CHAMPAGNE BREAKFAST 
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